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Dean Benjamin Spencer and Judge Marla Decker featured at 
virtual RBA luncheons to be held in April and May

COVID restrictions remain in effect so the RBA’s spring luncheons 
are going virtual!  Join us on Thursday, April 8, 2021  for a program 
featuring Benjamin Spencer, 
Dean of the William & Mary 
Law School.  On Monday, May 
3, 2021 celebrate Law Day with 
the Hon. Marla Graff Decker, 
Chief Judge of the Court of Ap-
peals of Virginia. Introductions 
will begin at 12:30 p.m. with the 
speakers’ presentations lasting 
approximately 30 minutes.  
At each virtual luncheon, it is 
anticipated that several judges 
will host breakout rooms where 
participants can socialize for 
10-15 minutes following the  
keynote addresses.

Report of the Nominating Committee 
and Notice of Annual Meeting

Daniel E. Lynch, Chair of the Nominating Committee, has reported to the President the 
following list of nominees recommended by the Committee for the respective positions to 
be filled at the Association’s Annual Meeting on April 22, 2021:

President-Elect:   R. Braxton Hill IV
Vice President:  Julie M. Cillo 
Honorary Vice President: Hon. Stephen R. McCullough
Secretary-Treasurer:  Deanna H. Hathaway
At-Large Board of Directors Members:  Paul D. Hux, Belinda D. Jones, Amanda E. Koehn

Due to the unexpected recent death of John Anderson, current President-Elect, the Com-
mittee requested that current President, T. O’Connor Johnson, serve an additional term as 
President.  Daniel E. Lynch will continue to serve as Immediate Past President.      

The Virtual Annual Meeting of The Bar Association of the City of Richmond will be held 
on Thursday, April 22, 2021 beginning at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom. Registration is required to 
receive the Zoom invitation: https://www.richmondbar.org/events/event/annual-meeting/.

T. O’Connor Johnson, President                        Julie M. Cillo, Secretary-Treasurer

In its continued effort to promote the 
administration of justice in the Richmond 
area and to facilitate cooperation between 
the bench and the bar, the Administration 
of Justice Committee recently concluded 
its annual interviews with the Honorable 
Judges for the Courts of the County of 
Chesterfield.  As in years past, the Judges 
were gracious with their time and spoke with 
candor to Committee members regarding 
technology, jury trials, and “triage” dockets.

The Honorable Edward A. Robbins, Jr.
Chesterfield Circuit Court

2020 has been a challenging year for all 
courts, and Judge Robbins said Chesterfield 
Circuit has been no different. He was ex-
tremely happy with the ability of the staff, 
the Judges, and the local bar associations 

Free bartending class offered in conjunction with the Virtual Annual 
Meeting!  Mix some delicious libations with Beth Dixon of Salt & Acid 

and socialize with your colleagues. See page 6 for details.

The luncheons are open to RBA members and their guests.  
There is no cost to attend, but registration is required to re-

ceive the Zoom link.  Visit 
https://www.richmondbar.
org/events/luncheons/ to make 
your reservations.

A. Benjamin Spencer, a 
nationally recognized scholar 
of civil procedure and federal 
jurisdiction, became dean of 
William & Mary Law School 
on July 1, 2020. He is William 
& Mary’s first Black dean of 
any school at the university.

Dean Spencer is the author 
of multiple volumes of the 
renowned Wright & Miller 

continued on page 5

Chesterfield judges
discuss dockets, new 
rules and technology

continued on page 4
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THE BAR ASSOCIATION
OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND

The views expressed in The Richmond 
Bar do not represent the policy or carry 
the endorsement of the Association unless 
specifically noted.

Office Address
Eighth and Main Building
707 East Main Street, Suite 1620
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 1213
Richmond, Virginia 23218-1213

www.richmondbar.org

Phone: (804) 780-0700
Fax:    (804) 648-7118

Officers
T. O’Connor Johnson, President
John W. Anderson, President-Elect
Jacqueline S. McClenney, Hon.  Honorary Vice 
   President
R. Braxton Hill IV, Vice President
Julie M. Cillo, Secretary-Treasurer
Daniel E. Lynch, Immediate Past President

Directors
     Douglas R. Burtch, 2017-2021
 Annemarie D. Cleary, 2017-2021
 Deanna H. Hathaway, 2017-2021
     Brian L. Hager, 2018-2022
 G. Williams Norris, Jr., 2018-2022
 Jennifer J. West, 2018-2022
 A. Tevis Marshall, 2019-2023
 W. Benjamin Pace, 2019-2023
 Carole Yeatts, 2019-2023
 Corey S. Booker, 2020-2024
 Lisa J. Hedrick, 2020-2024
 John A. Merrick, 2020-2024
 W. Alexander Burnett, Bankruptcy  Section

Sarah R. Pylant, Business Law Section
Heath H. Galloway, Corporate Counsel Section
Patrick J. Fanning, Environmental & Energy  
   Law Section
Meagan A. Mihalko, Litigation Section
Faisal S. Qureshi, Real Estate Section
Alexandria E. Cuff, Young  Lawyers Section
Dabney J. Carr IV, Virginia State Bar Council
   Representative 

Staff

Lelia N. Martin, Executive Director
Sharon R. Potter, Membership Director

If you’ve recently landed a new job or promotion, share the good news with the Rich-
mond Bar.  Include your full name, your company’s name and location, your new title and 
your areas of concentration in your letter, press release, fax or e-mail.   Announcements 
can be e-mailed to lmartin@richmondbar.org or mailed to Lee Martin, at P.O. Box 1213, 
Richmond, VA 23218

Share the news

Williams Mullen announces the election of Charles E. “Chuck” James, Jr. to Williams 
Mullen’s Board of Directors. He is a partner in the firm’s Litigation Section and serves as 
co-chair of the White Collar & Investigations Practice and the Firearms Industry Group.

Edited by Lelia N. Martin

For a complete list of our services and Neutrals throughout VA, DC, and MD,  
call 888.343.0922 or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

The McCammon Group
is pleased to welcome our newest Neutrals

Hon. Charles S. Sharp (Ret.)
Retired Judge, 15th Judicial Circuit Court 

 of Virginia

Hon. Elizabeth A. McClanahan (Ret.)
Retired Justice, Supreme Court  

of Virginia

James W. Barkley, Esq.
Mediator and Arbitrator

Hon. William D. Broadhurst (Ret.)
Retired Chief Judge, 23rd Judicial Circuit Court  

of Virginia

Hon. Nolan B. Dawkins (Ret.)
Retired Judge, 18th Judicial Circuit Court  

of Virginia

Principle of Professionalism #9
To guard against permitting personal friendship with a colleague to 
undermine or affect one’s professional duty to a client or the courts. 

*  *  *  *  *

Atlantic Union Wealth Management

 
Fidelity National Title Insurance Co. 

Halasz Court Reporting

Minnesota Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company 

Precision Legal Marketing

Prime Legal Corporation

Protiviti, Inc. 

Superior Document Services

Tranzon Fox

The Richmond Bar appreciates the patronage of its 
                   2020-2021 Select Sponsors:

mailto:lmartin%40richmondbar.org?subject=
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Federal Practice & Procedure treatise, in 
addition to numerous articles published in 
journals including the Michigan Law Review 
and University of Chicago Law Review. He is 
one of the nation’s most-cited civil procedure 
scholars, as well as a member of the U.S. 
Army Reserve Judge Advocate General’s 
Corps, serving in its Government Appellate 
Division as a captain. In 2017, U.S. Supreme 
Court Chief Justice John Roberts appointed 
him to the U.S. Judicial Conference Advisory 
Committee on Civil Rules.

One of Dean Spencer’s first acts in his new 
position was unveiling “Why We Can’t Wait 
– An Agenda for Equity and Justice.” This 
twelve-point plan of action includes, among 
other initiatives, creation of a university-wide 
Center for Racial & Social Justice, establish-
ing a Community Law Clinic, and providing 
need-based scholarships.

Chief Judge Marla Graff Decker is a gradu-
ate of Gettysburg College and received her 
J. D. from the University of Richmond Law 
School.  Judge Decker began her career in 
1983 as an Assistant Attorney General, where 

she tried cases in state and federal court and 
defended convictions on appeal.  Decker 
later served as a Section Chief of the Special 
Prosecutions Section, which consisted of the 
Medicaid Fraud Control, Organized Crime, 
Environmental and Health Professions Units.  
She was promoted to Deputy Attorney General 
of the Public Safety and Enforcement Divi-
sion and managed the Criminal Litigation, 
Correctional Litigation, Special Prosecutions 
and Medicaid Fraud Control Sections.  

In January of 2010, Decker was appointed 
by the Governor to serve as Secretary of Public 
Safety.  On November 1, 2013, Decker was 
appointed to the Court of Appeals of Virginia.  
In January of 2014, she was elected by the 
Virginia General Assembly to an eight-year 
term as a Judge on the Court of Appeals.  The 
Court elected Judge Decker to serve as Chief 
Judge beginning January of 2019.

For many years, Judge Decker has served 
as an evening Adjunct Professor for the 
University of Richmond Law School where 
she teaches Appellate Advocacy.  She also 
taught a variety of courses at the University 
of Richmond School of Continuing Studies.  

to work together and make things work 
smoothly through the worst parts of the 
pandemic upheaval. He said the first few 
months were akin to building an airplane 
while flying it at the same time. He wanted 
to thank the bar for all its help and com-
mends the way the bar stepped up to assist 
in the logistical challenges. 

During these unprecedented times, Judge 
Robbins urges lawyers to be patient, be 
flexible and check once, twice and as often 
as possible on dates for hearings. Since 
the calendar is in flux to accommodate the 
docket, routine hearing times may change, 
and courtrooms may change to accommo-
date cleanings and the like. 

Judge Robbins said that most courts were 
unprepared for such broad use of video 
technology in the courts. However, due 
to the commitment of the staff and other 
Judges in Chesterfield, the adoption of 
video technology was quick and has been 
used very successfully during the pandemic. 

Given the disruption caused by the 
pandemic, Judge Robbins predicts things 
will return to normal from a calendar and 
docket perspective within a year, and sees 
the clerk and court making great gains in 
returning to normalcy. 

As for jury trial logistics, he recom-
mends that each attorney carefully review 
the jury trial plan that was submitted to 
and approved by the Supreme Court of 
Virginia. Some highlights include that one 
single courtroom has been designated for 
jury trials, which has to accommodate five 
(hopefully six by the time this publishes) 
Judges. Most conflicts on dates will go to 
those juries that have constitutional implica-
tions like criminal speedy trial. The Judge 
assures all litigants that most of the bugs 
in the mechanics of trying the cases has 
been worked out through the tireless efforts 
of the Circuit Court staff, but everyone is 
encouraged to call the clerk and schedule 
a time to “practice” in a room dedicated to 
the new technology. Several mock juries 
were performed, and some jury trials have 
already occurred with good results. 

The Court is also empaneling alternate 
jurors for every case to protect against folks 
becoming sick or developing symptoms. 

To the future, Judge Robbins sees 
continued use of WebEx video platforms 
for non-evidentiary hearings as they are 
infinitely less time consuming than the 

alternative. Specifically, he sees them put 
to great use in straightforward situations 
like status hearings. He also encourages 
members of the bar to continue to bring 
all issues to the Court’s attention regarding 
practice logistics and ideas. 

The Honorable Matthew D. Nelson
Chesterfield General District Court

Judge Nelson continues to appreciate 
the candor, patience, resilience and un-
derstanding from the local bar in working 
with the General District Court throughout 
this process. He realizes the financial strain 
that members of the bar have had to en-
dure during this pandemic and the Judges 
are doing everything they can, within the 
parameters set by the Supreme Court, to 
remain operational. At this point everyone’s 
safety is paramount, but they have a keen 
eye towards the citizens having continued 
access to justice and to attorneys having 
continued access to make a living. He 
wants to extend his deepest thanks as well 
to his staff members who have truly been 
phenomenal during the pandemic.

He also commended Judge Hurley, who 
was Chief Judge until July 1, 2020, for 
the yeoman’s work on making some very 
difficult and tough decisions in the early 
stages of the pandemic to make sure things 
continued to move along. 

What they have done in Chesterfield, 
because the volume of cases is so high, is 
reduce the number of cases on any given 
docket, so there are 100-125 case caps on 
civil dockets and same for traffic cases. He 
wants to commend the bar on helping the 
Court by not setting cases on dates that are 
capped. The list can be provided by the clerk. 
Judge Nelson reports that the dockets never 
were backlogged in Colonial Heights and 
is seeing the Chesterfield docket backlog 
easing with the addition of Friday afternoon 
dockets, two Fridays a month. Regardless 
of docket issues, Judge Nelson wants to 
reiterate that the safety of the public, staff 
and the attorneys is paramount and will not 
be disregarded to speed through dockets.

He also wants to continue to let members 
of the bar know that the Court is all ears 
when it comes to ideas, problems, concerns 
or anything else that needs to be brought 
to the attention of the Court in these times. 
He says to simply call chambers with these 
types of issues or questions. 

To the future, Judge Nelson sees con-

tinued use of technology for witnesses in 
civil cases and having certain hearings via 
video as well.  

The Honorable Vanessa L. Jones
Chesterfield Juvenile & Domestic 

Relations District Court

Judge Jones reports that Court is doing 
extremely well.  Like so many other courts 
throughout Virginia, the Court was forced 
to suspend all dockets in mid-March of 
2020 as a result of the COVID pandemic.  
The Court did not resume with a sense of 
normalcy or pace until July of 2020.  Faced 
with a backlog of 5,000+ cases, the Court 
then set up a “triage” docket in an effort to 
bring all of those matters into the courthouse.   
Everyone jumped in to set up new policies 
and procedures to ensure an environment 
that is in compliance with the guidelines of 
the Supreme Court of Virginia and the US 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
and safe for all citizens, litigants and staff.  
This effort was a tremendous success, with 
a great deal of credit going to former Chief 
Judge Scott D. Landry, Clerk of Court Laura 
G. Griffin, the sheriff’s office and the clerk’s 
office who have worked “extremely hard.”  
With the new measures in place, the Court 
began hearing cases in three courtrooms 
from May through June, ultimately allowing 
the Court to get back to “normal” in July.

Judge Jones noted that the Court is 
fortunate to have such a high caliber of at-
torneys who appear before the Court.  The 
attorneys have been very compliant with the 
new policies and procedures implemented 
by the Court. She commended the attorneys 
for their hard work and professionalism, 
and for their patience and understanding 
while everyone has worked through these 
challenging times over the past year.  While 
the situation remains “fluid” in light of the 
continuing pandemic, Judge Jones encour-
ages all counsel to ask questions and to 
continue to maintain open communications 
with the Court. 

During the past year the Court and the 
lawyers have been able to make good use 
of the state-of-the-art technology that is 
now available in all of the Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court courtrooms.  In 
particular, the Court has been able to conduct 
a number of hearings remotely using the 
Court’s Cisco Webex videoconferencing 
capabilities which has assisted the Court 

in keeping up with its docket.  Judge Jones 
urges the attorneys to continue to make 
good use of these technological upgrades, 
and to request that hearings be conducted 
remotely when appropriate.  

The Court understands that many of the 
attorneys appearing before the Court are 
handling multiple cases, sometimes result-
ing in overbooking.  In the event an attorney 
is going to be late for a court appearance, 
Judge Jones wants to remind the attorneys 
that they should communicate with the 
clerk’s office as soon as possible.  Also, if 
any litigant wants to request a continuance, 
attorneys should complete and submit a 
“continuance request form” which is avail-
able online at https://www.chesterfield.
gov/1129/Juvenile-Domestic-Relations-
District-Cou.  The webpage also contains 
other forms and additional information that 
might be helpful to counsel.

Bar Committee interviews judges from Chesterfield Courts
continued from page 1

continued on page 5

continued from page 4

Judges offer  feed-
back to Committee

RBA spring luncheons go virtual
continued from page 1

At Atlantic Union Bank Wealth 
Management, we understand 
the importance of trust. Our local 
advisors have been earning it from 
individual and institutional clients in 
Virginia for over 40 years. 

Your needs are unique. Choose a local 
financial partner who will customize 
solutions to meet them. 

Learn more at www.aubwm.com

Atlantic Union Bank Wealth Management is a division of Atlantic Union Bank that offers asset management, private banking, and trust and estate 
services. Securities are not insured by the FDIC or any other government agency, are not deposits or obligations of Atlantic Union Bank, are not 
guaranteed by Atlantic Union Bank or any of its affiliates, and are subject to risks, including the possible loss of principal. Deposit products are 
provided by Atlantic Union Bank, Member FDIC.

Virginia’s Financial 
Experts

https://www.chesterfield.gov/1129/Juvenile-Domestic-Relations-District-Cou
https://www.chesterfield.gov/1129/Juvenile-Domestic-Relations-District-Cou
https://www.chesterfield.gov/1129/Juvenile-Domestic-Relations-District-Cou
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Bankruptcy Section’s Annual Meeting/
CLE program set for May 11th

Announcements

Pursuant to Section 4.07 of the By-Laws of the Section, a Nominating Committee was 
appointed to nominate officers and Executive Committee members for election at the Sec-
tion’s Annual Meeting and nominated the following individuals for their respective positions:

Officers: 

      Allison F. Rienecker, Chair                               Joel R. McClellan, Chair-Elect 
      William J. Egen, Secretary                              Alexandria E. Cuff, Immed. Past Chair
 

Executive Committee Members: 

            Douglas E. Pitman  Barry D. Gabay        Shevarma T. Pemberton

            Shannan M. Fitzgerald Reilly C. Moore        Katherine M. Rockwell 
            

At the Section’s Annual Meeting, the officers and Executive Committee members named 
above will be presented for election.  When finalized, details on the Annual Meeting will 
be sent to members.

YLS Report of  Nominating Committee; 
Spring Social/Annual Meeting date set

The Bankruptcy Section will hold its virtual Annual Meeting in conjunction with a CLE 
seminar on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 beginning at 12:30 p.m.  The program will feature a 
presentation by the Hon. Keith Phillips, Justin Paget and Callie Gibson titled “Recent De-
velopments: an Update on the Richmond Bankruptcy Court and Topics of Interest from a 
Business and a Consumer Practitioner.” It is anticipated that the program will be approved 
for 1.0 hour of MCLE credit. 

The CLE is free for Section members and personnel from the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, 
U.S. Trustee’s office, and Clerk’s office, but reservations are required; RSVP to spotter@
richmondbar.org to receive your Zoom invitation.  The non-Section member rate is $30. 
Register using a credit card at https://www.richmondbar.org/bankruptcy/; no refunds will 
be given after May 7th.  Reservations must be received by May 7th.

The Bankruptcy Section of the Richmond Bar is soliciting nominations for persons 
interested in serving on the section’s Executive Committee to be elected during the May 
meeting. Nominations for the Executive Committee (one Executive Committee member 
position), along with a brief summary of the candidates interest and qualifications, should 
be forwarded to Sarah Boehm via email (sboehm@mcguirewoods.com) no later than 5:00 
p.m. on Friday, April 9, 2021. Questions may also be directed to Sarah Boehm or Alex 
Burnett (aburnett@williamsmullen.com). This year’s Nominating Committee consists of 
Sarah Boehm, Peter Barrett and Nisha Patel.

YLS presents scholarships to U of R law 
students

Ericka Kopp, Peter Sutton, Carley Schanck and Seneca Tsang, law students at the 
University of Richmond School of Law, are the recipients of this year’s Young Lawyers 
Section scholarships.  They were selected from a pool of many qualified candidates.  The 
students will be recognized for their accomplishments at a Young Lawyers Section event 
in the spring.

We’re all looking forward to the return of 
in-person events!  Mark your calendar with 
the following RBA fall luncheon dates - lun-
cheons are held at the Omni Hotel beginning 
at 12:30 p.m.:

Thursday, September 23, 2021
Speaker: Jeff Schapiro

Richmond Times Dispatch political 
columnist

Thursday, October 28, 2021
Luncheon held in conjunction with the 

Bench-Bar Conference; speaker TBA
 

Thursday, November 18, 2021
RBA Awards Luncheon

Fall luncheon dates 
announcedThe pandemic won’t stop the party! While the in-person Spring Cocktail 

Party has been cancelled, we’re hosting a virtual social in conjunction 
with the Bar’s Annual Meeting!

Learn how to make signature cocktails with Beth Dixon of Salt and Acid
(or relax with your own beverage of choice!) 

Beth has been in the restaurant industry for over 19 years. She has tended and 

managed the bars at several of Richmond’s iconic restaurants including Can Can 

Brasserie, Pasture and Perch.  She currently tends bar at L’Opossum and has 

recently started a new venture, Salt and Acid, which specializes in private 

bartending classes, virtual happy hours, restaurant consulting and 

wedding/special events. 

 

The event is free for RBA members, but registration is required to receive the Zoom 

invitation.  Click on the link to register and view the recipes for Beth’s signature 

cocktails. Purchase the ingredients ahead of time and mix-along with her!

https://www.richmondbar.org/events/event/annual-meeting/.

Thursday, April 22, 2021 

via Zoom

5:30-5:45 p.m. – cocktail lesson

5:45-6:00 p.m. - RBA Annual Meeting       
                                 and election of officers

6:00-6:15 p.m. - cocktail lesson
Concerned about your drinking or drug 

use? Depressed? Is practicing law getting 
you down?

Lawyers Helping Lawyers provides 
many services tailored to meet the needs 
of legal professionals facing the same 
stressors including verification of a prob-
lem, planning and implementing inter-
ventions, referral to treatment providers, 
assessments, support from and for peers, 
supporting family members, establishing 
and monitoring rehabilitation contracts 
and educational presentations.  

Support groups meet weekly; attendance 
and everything that occurs in this group is 
confidential.  For confidential assistance, 
call (804) 644-3212 or 1-877-LHL IN VA 
(877-545-4682 or info@valhl.org.

Lawyers Helping 
Lawyers offers 
support groups

Visit us on Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Instagram or 
www.richmondbar.org, 

for the latest information 
on luncheons, seminars, 

socials and section events

*  *  *  *  *
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June July

April May
CALENDAR

The Bar Association of the 
City of Richmond
P.O. Box 1213

Richmond, Virginia  23218-1213
   3  RBA Virtual Law Day Luncheon with Judge Decker, 12:30 p.m.,  
  via Zoom
  4 Bench-Bar Conference Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m., via Zoom
  6 Board of Directors meeting, 12:30 p.m., via Zoom
10 Pro Bono Committee meeting, 12:30 p.m., via Zoom
11 CLE Committee meeting, 12:30 p.m., via Zoom
11 Bankruptcy Section Luncheon/Annual Meeting, 12:30 p.m., via  
  Zoom
13 Long Range Planning Committee meeting, 12:30 p.m., via Zoom
31 Bar office closed for the holiday

  1 Board of Directors meeting, 12:30 p.m., via Zoom
  6 Bankruptcy Section Roundtable, 4:00 p.m., via Zoom
  6 Bench-Bar Conference Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m., via Zoom
  8 RBA Virtual Luncheon with Dean Spencer, 12:30 p.m. via Zoom
22 Finance Committee meeting, 12:30 p.m., via Zoom
22 Annual Meeting & Virtual Cocktail Party, 5:30 p.m., via Zoom 
26 Executive Committee meeting, 12:30 p.m., via Zoom

  1 Executive Committee meeting, 12:30 p.m., TBD
  3 Bench-Bar Conference Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m., via Zoom
  4 Board of Directors meeting, 12:30 p.m., TBD

  5 Bar office closed for the holiday
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