
In its continued effort to promote the administration of justice in the Richmond area and to 
facilitate cooperation between the bench and the bar, the Bar’s Administration of Justice 
Committee recently concluded its annual interviews with the Honorable Judges of the County 
of Chesterfield.  As in years past, the Judges were gracious with their time and spoke with candor 
to Committee members regarding the Court’s work and the performance of the bar in their 
courtrooms. 

 
Hon. Keith N. Hurley, Chief Judge of the Chesterfield General District Court 

Judge Hurley reported that the Chesterfield and Colonial Heights General District Courts 
continue to be very busy with an increased number of filings in civil, criminal and traffic matters.  
Judge Hurley continues to be impressed with the level of preparedness and professionalism of 
the bar members, and expressed his appreciation of the professionalism that is displayed to the 
Court’s self-represented litigants. 

Judge Hurley continues to encourage attorneys to communicate with the Court and to 
check in with Court personnel when they arrive.  The judges understand that attorneys may have 
appearances in multiple courts and they appreciate it when they know where a particular attorney 
is in the event their case is called.  In addition to communicating with the Court, Judge Hurley 
encourages attorneys to communicate with each other prior to scheduled appearances.   

Regarding scheduling changes, the Court now takes up bond hearings on the criminal 
dockets at both 8:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  Prior to this change, bond hearings were included on the 
11:00 pretrial docket.  This change has helped the dockets run more efficiently.  The Court has 
also made adjustments to provide better pretrial services to non-English speaking persons.  The 
Court now uses the language line to ensure that these persons can receive a proper pretrial risk 
assessment before they appear for bond hearings 

The Court has also made adjustments to provide more trial dates for civil cases.  This 
provides the opportunity for earlier trial dates if needed.  With respect to hearings on civil 
motions, Judge Hurley wishes to remind the bar that civil motions hearings are scheduled during 
each Judge’s motions docket prior to the trial date.   To the extent parties have substantive issues 
that need to be heard pre-trial, those hearings should be scheduled with the Clerk for a separate 
hearing prior to the trial date.  Parties should not wait until the day of the trial to argue pre-trial 
motions since there is not always sufficient time to allow for motions hearings and a trial within 
the timeframe scheduled for trial.  If parties settle a case, they should inform the Court as soon as 
possible.  Likewise, if parties need a continuance, they should avoid making such a request on 
the day of trial.  Requesting last minute continuances creates scheduling issues for the Court and 
other trial dates may not be immediately available.  In addition, if parties request a last-minute 
continuance, they should still plan to appear and make such a request in person.  Sending a last-
minute fax or letter to the Court is not sufficient and the request may not be automatically 
granted.  

Judge Hurley encourages those members who regularly practice in front of the Court to 
seek out opportunities to be on the Court appointed panel (receive court appointed cases).  Those 
who are interested can send letters to the Court’s attention introducing themselves, and the 
chairperson of the panel will coordinate docket dates for those who are selected to serve.  
Judge Hurley spoke about the Court’s partnership with VCU that allows VCU students to intern 
with the clerk’s office.  As there is a shortage in the clerk’s office, this relationship has proved to 
be mutually beneficial to the Court and the students, and the Court looks forward to continuing 
to work with VCU. 



Lastly, Judge Hurley reports that the county has approved funds to upgrade courtroom 
technology, and that the Court looks forward to these advancements, such as providing services 
for the hearing impaired.  

Judge Hurley always welcomes feedback from the bar regarding constructive suggestions 
on how the Court can make improvements.  
 

Hon. Scott D. Landry, Chief Judge of the Chesterfield Juvenile & Domestic Relations 
District Court 

 
Judge Landry expressed the Court’s appreciation for the opportunity to provide 

information relating to the Juvenile & Domestic Relations District Courts for Chesterfield 
County and the City of Colonial Heights.  Judge Landry encourages all attorneys practicing 
before these courts to visit the website www.chesterfield.gov/jdrcourt for the Court’s docketing 
policies, schedules, contact information and resource materials.  In addition, he encourages 
attorneys to contact Laura Griffin (Clerk of Court for Chesterfield County) at 804.748.1379 or 
Evelyn Hall (Clerk of Court for Colonial Heights) at 804.524.8741 to inquire about any matter 
pertaining to the Court.  

As it was for many JDR courts across the Commonwealth, 2018 was a busy year. With 
nearly 21,000 matters filed, Chesterfield County and Colonial Heights JDR have the third busiest 
docket in the Commonwealth.  Custody and visitation matters constitute the largest share at 35% 
of the caseload.   

Judge Landry noted that Chesterfield County JDR is a “Best Practices Court” and is 
striving to become a “Trauma-Informed Court,” which means that the Court is committed to 
following established best practices regarding dependency matters and exploring how to ensure 
that the impact of trauma does not become a barrier to justice.  As such, he encourages all 
attorneys to consider how their actions impact others.  For example, arriving late for a hearing 
not only impacts the Court’s ability to serve the public, but also impacts a client who is anxiously 
waiting, other counsel who need to be elsewhere, witnesses who may have limited childcare 
options, and officers or interpreters who are needed in another court.   

Judge Landry encourages attorneys to pay close attention to the Court’s policies and 
procedures regarding continuances, which are available on the Court’s website.  The Court is 
mindful that a delay in resolution likely causes prolonged strife and anxiety for all involved, and 
even limits available services such as foster care.  

Judge Landry also noted the unique team approach utilized by the Chesterfield County 
Clerk Office.  Each courtroom has a team comprised of a “pre-court” clerk and one or two 
courtroom clerks.  The pre-court clerk completes data entry and handles most matters of a 
preliminary nature. The courtroom clerk prepares the files for the hearing, assists during the 
hearing, completes data entry about the hearing, prompts the judge as to motions associated with 
the pending matters and performs all related clerk duties.  Inquiries about a judge’s policies 
should be directed to the courtroom clerk for the assigned judge.   

Attorneys should also be aware of alternative programs.  For example, utilizing the Court 
Services Unit (CSU) or Community Corrections (CCS) promotes a better understanding by 
adults and juveniles with pending criminal or delinquency matters.  Similarly, a “Post-D” 
program might serve as an effective alternative to commitment for juveniles.  Drug docket/court 
is another option for juveniles.  Judge Landry also noted that the Court along with CSU/DJJ is 



piloting the Structured Dispositional Matrix, which is a risk assessment summary for use by 
counsel and the Commonwealth’s Attorney prior to adjudication.  

Every day, one of the six Chesterfield County courtrooms hosts the “duty docket,” which 
commences at 8:30 AM with juvenile traffic, status offenses, and pre-trials, and concludes with 
the protective order hearings at 2:00 PM. Arraignments, detention hearings, bond requests, and 
expedited motions are also heard on the “duty docket.”  All matters pending in the City of 
Colonial Heights are scheduled for Thursdays and Fridays.   

Judge Landry takes the completion of parental education courses very seriously. The 
Code requires completion of a parenting course, which provides a specific curriculum when 
matters of custody, visitation, or support are in dispute. Completion of the course is often 
required by the hearing date.  

Judge Landry shared that in February the bench sponsored two conferences.  The Rule of 
Law Day held at the Fulghum Conference Center featured a variety of speakers from the legal 
community to lead discussion groups for selected high school sophomores.  Resilience II 
featured nationally known presenter Allison Sampson-Jackson, Ph.D, who hosted workshops 
attended by GALs, counsel, DSS Service Specialists, and CASAs on tips for a trauma-informed 
practice.  Last year’s Resilience I seminar presented the award-winning film, “Resilience: The 
Biology of Stress and the Science of Hope,” to nearly 300 attendees. Other recent activities 
include piloting a new addiction prevention program for sixth graders in cooperation with local 
Mental Health, School Officials, and SAFE (Substance Abuse Free Environment). 

Judge Landry emphasized that the significant percentage of individuals being treated or 
in need of mental health treatment prompted an invitation for the CSB Director to join the bench 
for the monthly department heads meeting.  He commented that “JDR dockets host individuals in 
crisis” and that “we’re hopeful that discussions for a Court clinician embedded at JDR will be 
fruitful.”  Judge Landry further added that connecting those in need with services in the 
community while at the Courthouse has been an effective strategy.           

Judge Landry offered his appreciation to Chesterfield County administration for 
supporting significant technological upgrades/improvements for Circuit, General District and 
JDR Courtrooms and conference rooms which have been approved and funded.  Among the 
many improvements, each courtroom will be equipped to display digital evidence in an effective 
and secure manner.          

Judge Landry concluded with thanking the Bar for the professionalism and courtesy 
displayed every day and especially the willingness to be engaged with trauma-informed 
practices.  He added that feedback is appreciated and always welcome.   
 
*Due to a pressing schedule, Judge Timothy Hauler of the Chesterfield Circuit Court was unable 
to meet with Administration of Justice Committee members this year. 
 


