
The Honorable Keith L. Phillips and The Honorable Kevin R. Huennekens 
United States Bankruptcy Court – Eastern District of Virginia 

A representative of the Administration of Justice Committee of the Richmond Bar Association 
met with Bankruptcy Judges Kevin R. Huennekens and Keith L. Phillips in a joint meeting on 
November 8, 2016.  The Judges were complimentary and appreciative of the members of the 
Richmond Bar Association, its Bankruptcy Section, and the leadership of the Bankruptcy 
Section. 
Judge Huennekens said he was particularly proud of the members of the bar who have provided 
pro bono services to pro se filers.  The total number of pro se cases filed in the Richmond 
Division between October 1, 2015 and September 30, 2016 was significantly less than the total 
number of pro se cases filed in of all the other divisions in the Eastern District during that same 
time period.  Judge Huennekens stated this shows that the pro bono program is working and 
encouraged bar members to keep doing this good work. 
The Judges reminded members of the bar that the technology in both courtrooms has been 
upgraded.  Both courtrooms have digital touch screens available to the lawyers and witnesses, 
which allow lawyers and witnesses to be John Madden and to write on documents electronically.  
The Judges encouraged lawyers to come to the courtroom and practice using the technology 
before any hearing or trial by contacting the Judges’ courtroom deputies to schedule a time.  The 
Judges also reminded lawyers who are using technology to have a back-up plan in case the 
technology fails or stops working. 
The Judges are pleased with the use of CourtSolutions for telephonic hearings and believe it is 
working well.  Judge Phillips commented he has used CourtSolutions in small consumer cases as 
well as the larger Chapter 11 cases; and in small consumer cases, the CourtSolutions fees may be 
waived.  The Judges wanted members of the bar to know they will not permit the use of 
CourtSolutions for evidentiary hearings and/or examination of witnesses.  The Judges 
encouraged lawyers to review the Court’s website for the rules and protocol for using 
CourtSolutions.  The Judges requested the members of the bar provide any input they have for 
improvements of the system. 
The Judges also reminded the members of the bar that electronic devices are no longer allowed 
in the courthouse or courtrooms.  The Judges will review and grant requests for authorization to 
bring electronic devices into the courthouse when there is a true need.  The Judges requested the 
bar not to abuse the ability to seek authorization to bring in electronic devices for regular 
motions days. 
The Judges were also very complimentary of the Bankruptcy Bar and Section.  They stated that 
the quality of the lawyers in Richmond has attracted larger cases to the Richmond Division 
because the lawyers handle cases properly and efficiently.  Civility among members of the bar is 
fantastic and a credit to the bar and Section leadership.  Particularly, the Judges noted that they 
appreciated experienced and senior lawyers demonstrating collegiality and the ability to get 
along and work things out to less senior members of the bar. 
The Judges also directed members of the bar to the Eastern District of Virginia Bankruptcy 
Court’s Website.  The website has valuable information for bankruptcy practitioners, including 
bankruptcy forms, the Court’s Local Rules and updates, electronic bankruptcy notifications to 
debtors and creditors, the Chapter 13 “no look” fee and election of fee payment, trustee payment 
of Chapter 7 administrative claims, “ghost writing” of Court pleadings, inclement weather 
procedures, and objection deadline for proofs of claim in Chapter 13 cases. 
 


