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Two related fundraising drivesto benefit
CVLAStarget private bar

Central Virginia Legal Aid Society
(CVLAYS) is partnering with the Greater
Richmond Bar Foundation (GRBF) in a
fundraising campaign that seeks dona-
tions from individual attorneys. The
Law Week, May 2-6, 2005 telephone
solicitation phase of the campaign fol-
lows joint letters about the effort that
were mailed to attorneysin April. The
Bar Association of the City of Richmond
(RBA) recently conducted its own an-
nual solicitationdirectly toarealaw firms
seeking fundsfor CVLASin the amount
of $50for eachfirmlawyer. Lastyear, the
RBA solicitation to firms resulted in
nearly $40,000 in contributions to
CVLAS. Last year'sjoint drive by the
GRBF and CVLAS resulted in about
$40,000 in contributions, for a total of
about $80,000 in donations to CVLAS
from private lawyers.

Among individual lawyers reached
by telephone in 2004, one in three do-
natedto CVLASthroughtheGRBFdrive.
Contributions from the private bar to
CVLASmakeacritical difference. Lega
aid is struggling with retrenchment due
tooverall lossof revenue, increased staff
workloads, and reductionsin staff com-

pensation. The program avoided invol-
untary staff layoffsbut now operateswith
a staff reduced by more than one-third.

Your generosity can help CVLAS
change its service delivery system to
offset staff losses. Theprogramisinstall-
ing anew telephoneand intake systemto
provideimmediate legal adviceto many
clientswhenthey call. CVLAShashired
abilingual receptionist to ensure compa-
rable services to clients with limited
English proficiency (LEP). Through re-
organization of its intake and delivery
systems, CVLAShopesto put more em-
phasis on preventive law, helping to
solve more legal problems for clients
before they escalate.

CVLAS is deeply grateful for dona-
tionsand pledges of donationsfrom law-
yers, including attorneysin private prac-
tice, and from lawyersin public service.

TheRBA'’ sappeal tofirmsonbehalf of
CVLAS is ongoing. Inquiries may be
addressed to TaraCasey, chair of thepro
bono committee through the RBA office
at 780-0700. Direct donationsshould be
made payable to Central VirginiaLegal
Aid Society and sent to CVLAS at P.O.
Box 12206, Richmond, VA 23241.

Former Governor Gerald
L. Balilesis one of many
volunteers who will
make phone calls again
this year during the
GRBF's telethon to raise
fundsfor CVLAS. The
solicitation will take
place during Law Week.

A letter from the
Committee Chair

by Tara Louise Casey, Chair
RBA Pro Bono Committee

Sitting down to write my last column
aschair of thePro Bono Service Commit-
tee, | daydream about my place in this
world, asawife, daughter, sister, friend,
aswell as alawyer. Oftentimes, | find
myself conflictedintheseroles, wanting
to separatemy professional lifefrommy
persona life. And, like many of you, |
hopelessly wish for more hours in the
day, so that | can spend time with my
loved ones while aso fulfilling obliga-
tionstomy profession. | amnot surewhat
the magical formula is for achieving
balance but must confess to wondering
now whether commitments really need
to remain mutually exclusive. Perhaps,
thosespheresaremeresubsetsof alarger
world, inwhichour obligationsaremuch
more universal than we imagine.

Regardlessof how wespend our time,
weare ultimately members of acommu-
nity. That community includesour neigh-
borhoods, our city, our region, our state,
our nation and global concerns. And,
thiscommunity expectsat |east onething
fromeach of us, regardlessof our profes-
sion or familial status—we are expected
to be good people. We are expected to
care for each other, protect each other,
help each other and be charitable with
each other. We are expected to perform
this important duty in all aspects of our
lives, personally and professionally.
Finally, we are expected to rise to this
standard, evenintheface of adversity or
inacrowd of strangers.

This expectation is not a burden, but
achallenge. For me, itisachallengeto
be a better wife, daughter, sister, friend
and lawyer. If | continually striveto be
agood person, then | am naturally seek-
ing a balance between work and play,
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Spanish trandation of Pro Se civil
litigation guide released

In 2002, the Bar Association of the
City of Richmond (RBA) launched an
exciting new project to address the spe-
cial needs of the ever-growing pro se
litigant population. In response to this
complex situation, RBA created the Pro
Se Education Project to assist the judi-
ciary and litigants alike.

TheProject createseducational mate-
rials to aid al pro se litigants with the
preparation and presentation of their
cases, regardlessof their respective posi-
tionsinthelitigation. Judges, attorneys
and community advocates collaborated
on this challenge.

In2003, theProject rolled out itsinau-
gural pamphlet, “Your Guide to Civil
Litigation in General District Court.”
This pamphlet provides information to
pro se litigants about the basic proce-
dures of civil litigation in the general
district courts, from how tofileacaseto
obtaining judgment. Thanksto the gen-
erosity of the Virginia Law Foundation
and the Greater Richmond Bar Founda-
tion, approximately 5,000 copies have
been distributed to courts and advocacy
agencies across the metropolitan Rich-
mond area, free-of-charge.

In 2004, the Project produced its sec-
ond pamphlet, “Your Guide to Land-
lord/Tenant Litigation.” This pamphlet
isdesignedto addressthecommonissues
that arisein thelandlord/tenant relation-
ship and provide information about the
rights and obligations of either party.
Withassistancefromlawyersandjudges
who are expertsin the field, the Project
created afair and balanced pamphlet to
enable al parties to negotiate the legal
system and better protect their interests.
Again, with the financial support of the

VirginiaL aw Foundationandthe Greater
Richmond Bar Foundation, the Project
distributed this pamphlet in Fall 2004.

To expand its readership to the Span-
ish-speaking community, the Project
enlisted the assistance of Ryan Frei, a
thirdyear law student at the University of
Richmond, totranslatethe Project’ sfirst
pamphlet into Spanish. Ryan, who stud-
ied Spanish at Cornell University and in
Spain, worked at the Alexandria Public
Defender’ sOfficewith Spanish speaking
clients. Hiswork wasreviewed by Chris-
tina Reibel, an attorney with the Legal
Aid Justice Center, Patricia Michelsen-
King, aSpanish-speakinginterpreter, and
her grandfather, Antonio Jose Cardenas.
In March 2005, the translation was com-
pleted, and the publication of these new
pamphletsisexpectedtooccur thisSpring
with the financial assistance of the
Greater Richmond Bar Foundation. The
Project wishes to thank the tireless ef-
fortsof thesevolunteers; thefruit of their
work will enablewider dissemination of
the information provided in this popular
pamphlet.

The Richmond Bar Association is
proud of this cooperative project and the
assistance it will provide to pro se liti-
gants. Members and the public are en-
couraged to view the pamphlets online
by going to www.richmondbar.org and
clicking on court rules/resources. Al-
though these pamphlets cannot replace
legal representation, the Project hopes
that they will educate and empower those
who stand alone before the court. 1f you
are interested in volunteering with the
Project, or simply wouldlikemoreinfor-
mation, please contact Tara Casey at
819-5506.

TheVirginiaState Bar’s 15" Annual Pro Bono Conferenceisscheduled for
Thursday, May 12, 2005 at the University of Richmond School of Law. The
themefor the day-long event is Special Issuesin Immigration Law. Registra-
tion brochures may be downloaded from http://www.vsb.org/probono/
pbconf05.pdf . Thereisanominal fee of $25 to cover costsof CLE materials.
Approval ispending for 6 MCLE and 1.5 Ethicg/Professionalism credits.
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Virginia lawyers
helping families

Oneof thegreatest needsfor probono
representationisin theareaof child cus-
tody and visitation. Because of cut-
backsin funds, many legal aid societies
provide only minimal representation in
thesecases. VirginiaChief Justicel eroy
R.Hassell Sr. hasrecognizedthisgapand
commissioned aprogramknownas“ Vir-
giniaLawyersHelping Families’ to pro-
vide some representation for qualifying
pro bono clients on a pilot basis. The
Richmond model will commenceinApril
2005. A second pilot programwill oper-
ate in Harrisonburg.

Locally, the program will collaborate
with Central VirginialLegal Aid Society.
Cases will be screened closely before
acceptancewith criteriatoincludeclient
income eligibility, an attorney on the
other side, and a history of domestic
violence or some other extraordinary
circumstance.

Volunteer attorneys will only repre-
sent the client in the specific custody or
visitation matter, they may limit therep-
resentation to 50 hours ayear, and they
will be allowed to withdraw from the
program or turn down a case for any
reason. Representation on appeal isop-
tional. Each attorney will be provided
with a qualified mentor and legal
malpractice insurance under the
Commonwealth’s risk management
policy.

TheRichmond pilot iscurrently seek-
ing additional volunteers for this very
important program. Anyone interested
in participating should contact John M.
Oakey Jr. at 804-775-4336 or
joakey @mcguirewoods.com.

GRBF recaivesgrant

The Greater Richmond Bar Founda-
tion was recently awarded a $20,000
grant from The Community Foundation
Serving Richmond and Central Virginia.
The funds will be used to support the Pro
Bono Clearinghouse project, which
matches non-profit organizations needing
legal assistance with volunteer attorneys.



Two insightful booksreveal much about
the working poor in America

by Jay Speer, VA Poverty Law Center

| read two booksrecently that provide
real insight into the “working poor” of
America. The Working Poor: Invisible
in Americaby David Shipler and Nickled
and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in
America by Barbara Ehrenreich. Who
are the working poor? “ These are citi-
zensfor whomthe American Dreamisout
of reach despitetheir willingnesstowork
hard. Struggling to simply survive, they
live so close to the edge of poverty that
a minor obstacle, such as a car break-
down or atemporary illness, canlead to
a downward financial spiral that can
prove impossibleto reverse.”

David Shipler interviewed many
Americans working low-wage jobs and
he gives you an up close and persona
look at their lives. “ Most of the people
| write about in thisbook do not have the
luxury of rage. They are caught in ex-
hausting struggles. Their wages do not
lift them far enough from poverty to
improve their lives, and their lives, in
turn, hold themback. The term by which
they are usually described, ‘working
poor,” should be an oxymoron. Nobody
who works hard should be poor in
America.” —from the Introduction to
The Working Poor.

Barbara Ehrenreich decided to go
undercover and experiencethelifeof the
working poor firsthand. “ How can any-

one survive, let alone prosper, on $6 to
$7 an hour? To find out, Ehrenreich
moved from Florida to Maine to Minne-
sota, taking the cheapest lodgings avail-
able and accepting work as a waitress,
hotel maid, housecleaner, nursing-home
aide, and department store sal esperson.
She soon discovered that even the *low-
liest’ occupations require exhausting
mental and physical efforts. And onejob
is not enough; you need at least two if
you intend to live indoors.” —from the
Introduction to Nickeled and Dimed.

| enjoyed both of these books and |
think they would appeal to anyone not
just apoverty lawyer. Although the
working poor have been my clients for
the last 18 years, these books had much
to teach me about their lives. Thework-
ing poor are all around us, they serve us
food, clean our offices, and re-stock the
shelves at the store. Read these books
and decide for yourself if these people
are being treated fairly by the American
economic system.

Barbara Ehrenreich, who now resides
in Virginia, has agreed to serve on the
Honorary Committee for the Virginia
Poverty Law Center’s photographic ex-
hibition, Through Different Eyes. The
Faces of Poverty in Virginia.
For complete information, please go to

www.vplc.org.

Lawuer-Palooza

Sit back with acold brew
and relax to the sounds of
your favoritelawyer bands
a thisthird annual fundraiser.

All proceeds benefit the
Gresater Richmond Bar
Foundation’spro bono and
education projects.

FEATUREDBANDS:

The Silverback Blues Burners
The Members

DATE: Thursday, May 26, 2005
TIME: 6:00-9:00p.m.
LOCATION: Art Works Gallery
301 Hull Street
COST: $20 per person (includes
admission and beverages)

Tickets may be obtained by calling
780-2600 or may be purchased at
the door.

L etter from the Chair
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homeand office, businesssuitsand paja-
mas. | don’t havetofeel divided between
twolives. Thereisjust onelife, with one
immutable expectation.

In this edition of the Metro Pro Bono
Advocate, you will read of the pro bono
opportunities available in the greater
Richmond area. | would liketotakethis
opportunity to ask you to give serious
consideration to lending your time and
talents to any one of them. Fortunately,
our legal community contains numerous
good people who regularly perform acts
of great service and kindness. | encour-
ageyou to sharein this spirit; whether it
iswith our award-winning Housing L aw
Program or the Domestic Violence
Project, you should find an activity that
suits your schedule and interests. Also,
if you are asenior member of our profes-
sion, theVirginiaStateBar’ snew Emeri-
tus Rule initiative may enable you to
provide pro bono services regardless of
your employment status; please see an
article regarding this exciting new de-
velopment in the upcoming newsletter
for the Richmond Bar Association. If
you should have a question about any of
these programs, please feel free to
contact meat tara.casey @usdoj.gov or
804-819-5506.

Pro Bono Committee
Membes:

Tara L. Casey, Chair
Charles G. Meyer Il
George H. Hettrick
Margaret 1. Bacigal
Marilynn Goss
Henry W. McLaughlin, 11
Maureen K. Petrini
King F. Tower
Courtney M. Joyce
David N. Anthony
Peter A. Gilbert
John M. Oakey, Jr.
James W. Speer

W. Benjamin Pace
Maya M. Eckstein
Gregory F. Holland
W. Reilly Marchant
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RICHMOND METRO PRO BONO SAMPLER \
Attorneys, pleaser efer tothelist below tolearn moreabout theactivity that inter estsyou.

Program

Appeal Bond Fund

Community Tax Law Project

LAJC Housing Law

CVLAS Wills Program

Henrico Bar Association Pro Bono Volunteers
Hunton & Williams - Church Hill office
VBA-YLD/CVLAS Pro Bono Hotline

Pro Bono Clearinghouse (www.grbf.org)
Legal Information Network for Cancer (LINC)
VirginiaPoverty Law Center

VA LawyersHelping Families

VBA-YLD Legal Servicesfor the Mentally Il
VSB Y oung Lawyers Board Match
VSB/VBA YLSEmergency Legal Services

Refugee and |mmigration Services-
Catholic Diocese of Richmond

Contact Person
Marcel Slag
ElaineJavonovich
Marcel Slag

Kathy Brigman
Christopher H. Macturk
GeorgeHettrick
Coburn Beck, Sean Beard
Carol Murray
SusheelaVarky

Steve Myers

John Oakey, Jr.

John W. Phelps

Jerry Hall

Jeffrey Geiger
MarilynBreslow

Telephone
643-1086

358-5855
643-1086
862-1100
762-9500
775-2248
788-8576, 788-8687
780-2600
662-5462
782-9430
775-4336
662-7242
(703) 714-7630
783-7248
355-4559
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