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Maya M. Eckstein Receives American Inns
of Court Sandra Day O’Connor Award

On October 11, 2003, MayaEckstein,
aHunton & Williamslitigation attorney
and Richmond Bar A ssociationmember,
received the2003 SandraDay O’ Connor
Award for Professional Service. The
awardwaspresented at theannual Ameri-
can Inns of Court Celebration of Excel-
lence held at the U.S. Supreme Court.

A member of Hunton & Williams
Community Service Committee, Maya
has an outstanding public service and
pro bono record. Shewasnominated for
this prestigious national award by the
John Marshall American Inn of Courtin
Richmond. Asco-chair of the2003 Rich-
mond Bar Association’ sBench/Bar Con-
ference, Maya aso is responsible for
spearheadingtheVirginiaDomesticVio-
lence Safety Project; and for devel oping
the Crime Victim Compensation Pro-
gram, asamember of the Virginia State
Bar's Young Lawyers Conference Pro
Bono Committee. 1n 2001, Mayatook a
sabbatical from Hunton & Williams to
serveaone-year clerkshipwith theHon-
orableRoger L. Gregory, thefirst perma-
nent African-AmericanjudgeontheU.S.
Court of Appealsfor the Fourth Circuit.

TheSandraDay O’ Connor Awardwas
established by the Board of Trustees of
the American Inns of Court Foundation
as a national award to recognize an Inn
member in practicefor 10 or fewer years
for excellence in public interest or pro
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bono activities. The award is named in
honor of Justice O’ Connor, along-time
supporter of the American Inns of Court
and a paragon of professional service
throughout her di stinguished career, who
exemplifies legal excellence, civility,
ethics and professionalism.
Anactivemember of theVirginiaState
Bar Accessto L egal ServicesCommittee
and a member of the Virginia State Bar
Young Lawyers Conference Board of
Governors, Maya a so directs the Inter-
national Child Abduction and Wills For
Heroes programsat Hunton & Williams,
and supportsthefirm’sWomen’s Advo-
cacy Project, a domestic violence pro-
gram.

Greater Richmond Bar Foundation
Launches New Website!

Vist the Foundation’s new website at www.grbf.org to learn more
about the many ways it promotes service to the public and the legal
profession on behalf of the Richmond, Chesterfield, Hanover,
Henrico, Women’s and Old Dominion Bar Associations.

Letter from the
Chair

Tara Louise Casey, Chair
Pro Bono Committee of The Bar
Association of The City of Richmond

Whenever | hadtroublefalling asleep,
my grandmother would tell me to count
my blessingsinstead of sheep. Thatway,
I wouldslipinto peaceful dreams, count-
ing my blessings. This past September
brought thesewordsback from my child-
hood, aswe commemorated atragic an-
niversary while bracing ourselves for
| sabel’ swrath.

| cannot believeit hasbeentwo years
since the devastating events of what has
cometo be known simply as September
11", We all can recall where we were
whenweheardthenewsand how wefelt.
Someweredumbfounded, convincedthat
it must be a nightmare, while others sat
in paralyzed silence, watching the hor-
rorsunfold in New Y ork, Northern Vir-
giniaand Pennsylvania. Twoyearslater,
wearestill awed by the heroism of those
who fell to save others and the compas-
sion that united a country.

Within a week of this anniversary,
Mother Nature dealt aterrifying blow to
Virginia. Richmond itself faced howl-
ing winds, torrential rains and horren-
dous flooding. The following day, an
eerie calm descended upon our town, as
weemerged from our homestogazeupon
the aftermath of Isabel’ svisit. Much of
the area was without power, potable
water, phones. . . al of the necessities of
life in our modern age. How did the
people of Richmond respond to thiscri-
sis? They banded together. Therewere
front-yard barbecues by candlelight and
neighborhood teamsfor debrisremoval.
There were countless numbers of emer-
gency personnel who tirelessly worked
tomake surewe were safe. | came upon
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Housing Law Program Needs Volunteers

For many years, the Richmond Bar Association has been privileged to work with
theCentral VirginiaLegal Aid Society andtheLegal Aid Justice Center inproviding
pro bono representation to indigent clients facing housing law disputes and
litigation. Through RBA’s Housing Law Program, volunteer attorneys typically
devote two hours every six to eight weeks to meet with prospective clients and
ascertainwhether further representationisrequiredintheir respectivecases. Insome
instances, volunteer attorneys represent LAJC clients throughout the litigation
process, appearing in both general district court and circuit court.

With the expansion of this program, RBA is faced with a significant need for
additional volunteersfor both the Richmond and Petersburg offices. Asaresult, the
Housing Law Program will sponsor atraining session on November 10, 2003, from
4p.m.to8p.m.,inthe20thfloor conferenceroomat Hunton & Williams. Thetraining
will provide a basic overview of the program, as well as relevant procedural and
substantivelaw. CLE creditwill bemadeavailable, and dinner and refreshmentsal so
will be provided.

If you are interested in volunteering with this exciting program, please do not
hesitateto contact Charlie Meyer at 804-783-7535 or King Tower at 804-783-6438.
This program may be of particular interest to associates who are interested in a
litigation practice, asit provides exposure to direct client services and an opportu-

nity to go to court and try cases on behalf of Legal Aid Justice Center clients.

Pro Se Education Project Seeks Volunteers

Last year, the Bar Association of the
City of Richmond embarked upon an
exciting new project to address the spe-
cial needs of the ever-growing pro se
litigant population. The mission of the
Pro Se Education Project is to create
educational materialsthat will aid prose
litigants with the preparation and pre-
sentation of their cases, regardless of
their respective positions in the litiga-
tion. The project’s intent is to create
informative pamphlets that briefly de-
scribegeneral civil procedure, aswell as
thebasicsof aparticul ar subject area(i.e.,
housing, commercial transactions,etc.).
During the Summer of 2003, the project
launched its first pamphlet, “Your
Guideto Civil Litigationin General Dis-

trict Court,” to widespread praise from
judges, clerks and legal services organi-
zations. Already, more than 2000 pam-
phlets have been distributed throughout
the greater Richmond areato clerks' of-
fices and legal services organizations.

Not wishing to rest upon its laurels,
the project is gearing up to publish its
next pamphlet which will address land-
lord/tenantissues. Asweareintheearly
stages of development, the project is
looking for peopleinavariety of capaci-
ties researchers, coordinators, authors
and editors. If youareinterestedinlend-
ing your talents, or simply would like
more information, please contact Tara
Casey at tara.casey@usdoj.gov or 804-
819-5506.

THE METRO PRO BONO ADVOCATE isasemiannual publication of
the Pro Bono Committee of The Bar Association of The City of Richmond,
spotlighting some of the many pro bono activities available to lawyers
practicing in the Richmond metropolitan area. Contributing writers for this
issueinclude: George Hettrick, Hunton & Williams; Carol Murray, Richmond
Bar Pro Bono Coordinator; TaraL ouise Casey, Chair of the Pro Bono Commit-
tee; Brian Marron, Cantor Arkema and Charles Meyer, LeClair Ryan. June
Jones of the Richmond Bar Association staff provides the design and layout.

Please forward any comments or suggestions for future articles to June
Jones, Richmond Bar Association, P.O. Box 1213, Richmond, VA 23219-
1213; telephone (804) 780-0700; e-mail: jjones@richmondbar.org.

Letter from the
chair
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ahouse in the Fan that had asign on its
front porch, “Wehavepower, pleasecome
infor hot showersand cell-phone charg-
ing.” Isabel’swrath could not diminish
the spirit of our community.

These two events convinced me that
the depth of a person’simpact upon his
community is incalculable. Thereisa
strong, albeit invisible, support network
created by our care for one another, a
comfortintheknowledgethat our corner
of the world is better because of this
bond. Whether itisthroughoneperson’s
initiative or a community’s teamwork,
we have within usthe power to meet any
challengewith compassion and commit-
ment.

In this edition of the Metro Pro Bono
Advocate, you will read of the pro bono
opportunities available in the greater
Richmond area. | would liketo takethis
opportunity to ask you to give serious
consideration to lending your time and
talents to any one of them. We have
created a tradition in this country of
banding together in atime of need, and,
unfortunately, therearegreat needsright
now inyour own backyard. Whetheritis
with our award-winning Housing Law
Program or Pro Bono Clearinghouse, you
should find an activity that suits your
schedule and interests.

If you have questions about any of
these programs, please feel free to con-
tact me at tara.casey @usdoj.gov or 804-
819-5506.

Thanksfor taking thetimetoread this
informative newsl etter and my musings.
And, thanks for continuing to be an ex-
ample of ablessing to be counted.

Volunteers Needed
for the
Pro Bono Clearinghouse

Call 780-2600
for more details
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September Benefit Featured
Lawyer Musicians

On Friday, September 12, 2003, at the ACCA Temple
Activity Center, the Greater Richmond Bar Foundation hosted
the second annual Lawyer Palooza. The crowd weathered a
significant storm to enjoy afun evening of music and revelry.
The music was provided by three featured bands: The Legacy
Bluegrass Band, The Captones and The Members, each of
whichincluded at least one“lawyer musician.” Theevent was
sponsored by the Greater Richmond Bar Foundation, with
corporate sponsorship from Dave Jones & Associates, Hunton
& Williams, Prolegia-Lawyer Malpractice Insurance Co.,
Troutman Sanders LLP, Cantor Arkema P.C., Hirschler
Fleischer P.C., TheMcCammon Group, McGuireWoods LLP,
Williams Mullen, Superior Document Services, IKON Docu-
ments Services and Southern Title Insurance Corporation.
Lawyer Palooza raised approximately $6,000 which will be
used to fund Greater Richmond Bar Foundation projects,
including the Pro-Bono Clearinghouse. The event wasagreat
successand afuntimewashad by all. Weextend our gratitude
to each of the sponsors and participants of this event.

The Members, including lawyer Brian Marron, play one of
their classic rock tunes.

charmed the audience with it'’s classic bluegrass sound.

GRBF Award of Merit Given to
Charles F. Witthoefft

Charles F. Witthoefft receiving the Greater Richmond Bar
Foundation Award of Merit from George H. Hettrick. The
award was presented at the 2003 Bench Bar Conference in
recognition of his many years of service to the Foundation.

Post-Isabel Disaster Legal
Assistance Needed

As hurricane recovery continues, emergency legal assis-
tance is needed by many coping with the effects of 1sabel.
Together with the Virginia State Bar Y oung Lawyers Con-
ference Emergency Legal Services Committee, theVirginia
Bar Association’ sDisaster L egal AssistanceCommitteetrains
and coordinates attorneys who are willing to volunteer their
time in order to assist individuals rendered needy by emer-
gency situations, such as natural disasters. To that end, the
Committee works very closely with representatives of the
Virginia Department of Emergency Services, the American
Bar Association Y oung LawyersDivision Emergency L egal
Services Committee and the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. Most importantly, when an emergency situa-
tion arises, members of the Committee, and the volunteer
attorneysthey havetrained, provide pro bono legal services
to pre-screened individuals.

The Committee is planning to hold a training session
within the coming weeks for potential volunteers. Specifi-
cally, theCommitteeisrecruiting volunteer attorneysto staff
each of the Disaster Recovery Centers that have been, and
will be, opened by FEMA and the Virginia Department of
Emergency Management. For more information, please
contact either of the Committee’s Co-chairs, Valerie W.
Long (434-977-2545; viong@mcguirewoods.com) and Ri-
chard H. Ottinger (757-446-8673; rottinger@vanblk.com).



RICHMOND METRO PRO BONO SAMPLER \
Learn More About the Activity that Interests You.

Program
Appeal Bond Fund

Community Tax Law Project

LAJC Housing Law

CVLAS Wills Program

Henrico Bar Association Pro Bono Volunteers
Hunton & Williams- Church Hill office
VBA-YLD Central VA Pro Bono Hotline

Pro Bono Clearinghouse (www.grbf.org)
Legal Information Network for Cancer (LINC)
VirginiaPoverty Law Center

Richmond Domestic ViolenceProject

VSB Y oung Lawyers Board Match
VBA-YLD Legal Servicesfor the Mentally Il
V SB Crime Victim Compensation Program

Refugee and |mmigration Services-
Catholic Diocese of Richmond

Contact Person Telephone
Marcel Slag 643-1086
ElaineJavonovich 358-5855

Marcel Slag 643-1086

Henry McLaughlin/Kathy Brigman 648-1012/862-8801
Nancy Quinn 282-8494
GeorgeHettrick 775-2248

Coburn Beck/Agustin Rodriguez 788-8576/274-5731
Carol Murray 780-2600
SusheelaVarky 662-5462

Steve Myers 782-9430
ErinFratkin 775-1842

Beth Hungate-Noland 783-6913

King Tower 783-6438
MayaEckstein 788-8200

Marilyn Breslow 355-4559
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